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PRESS RELEASE

EU detergents industry extends voluntary sustainability assurance to individual products

Ambitious changes to the industry scheme address stakeholder demands to indicate products that meet higher standards of sustainability.

EMBARGOED TILL 5th OCT 14:00- Montreux, 5th October 2010 - A.I.S.E.* today announced a major extension to its EU-wide Charter for Sustainable Cleaning scheme with the introduction of a new on-pack seal to be used to distinguish individual detergent and maintenance products that meet higher sustainability standards within their product categories.

At a meeting in Montreux today, the industry’s leaders confirmed the go-ahead for the new system of advanced sustainability profiles for defined product categories, in a bid to accelerate considerable sustainability savings over the next ten years. 

Companies which have voluntarily committed to continual improvement in sustainability in their manufacturing operations by signing up to the Charter for Sustainable Cleaning will soon be able to extend the assurance of high sustainability standards to individual products.  The first products in the laundry powders, liquids and fabric softeners categories carrying the new mark are expected to appear on shop shelves from July 2011.  
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	When consumers see the green Charter seal on a laundry product, it means that the product helps towards a more sustainable world by having a reduced dosage and concentrated format, optimally packaged with minimal use of non-recycled materials, tested for effectiveness at low temperature, and having no ingredients at levels which would adversely affect the aquatic environment.

The product also carries advice on safe and sustainable use by consumers and be made easily available on websites including www.cleanright.eu, the industry’s generic portal.


Commenting on the launch Susanne Zänker, Director General of A.I.S.E. said: “The Charter offers all companies a simple and integrated way of demonstrating improved sustainability.  It’s not just about protecting the environment ;  it’s a total life cycle approach covering all three pillars of sustainability, which we believe is the correct long term path to follow.

“With so many companies already active in the current scheme, we expect great interest in this new upgrade.  We hope soon to widen the scope of categories using the advanced sustainability profile system, for example to dish washing products, specialty cleaners, air fresheners, and institutional cleaners.  We will also be embarking on an awareness-raising campaign.”  
The voluntary Charter for Sustainable Cleaning was first rolled out in 2005 and has already attracted more than 120 manufacturers and retailers covering over 80% of the industry’s output in the EU.  It was developed to be in line with the EU 2020 strategy and to help deliver the targets with annual independently verified performance measures. In the four year period 2006 to 2009, substantial environmental benefits have already been delivered, including a 9% reduction in CO2 emissions.

Independent verification continues to be a key feature of the scheme, with companies’ internal management procedures for improving sustainability and their compliance with KPI reporting and advanced sustainability profiles for products all subject to regular and random checks.
For further information, please consult:

the Charter brochure in Annex

or visit http://www.sustainable-cleaning.com/en.home.orb 

or contact Valérie Séjourné: + 32 473 71 93 63 / valerie.sejourne@aise.eu
* A.I.S.E.:

The International Association for Soaps, Detergents and Maintenance Products, is the official representative body in Europe for this industry. Membership includes 10 direct member companies as well as 37 National Associations from 41 countries, covering approximately 900 companies ranging from multinationals to SMEs.
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